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Reformed	 Protestant	 upbringing	 had	 taught	 me	 a	 narrative	 that	
the	Reformation	 had	 sprung	 out	 of	 the	 ground.	 It	 owed	 nothing	 to	





My	friend	shared	with	me	his	copy	of	The	First Book of Discipline,	
which	 I	 read	 carefully.	 I	 was	 astonished.	 Not	 only	 did	 it	 open	 to	
me	 the	world	of	 the	sixteenth	century,	but	with	 its	 introduction	and	
extraordinarily	expansive	notes	I	came	to	appreciate	the	remarkable	
web	 of	 connections	 that	 linked	 Scotland	 to	 the	 Continent.	 James	


















































doctrine	 of	 the	 Lord’s	 Supper	 and	 its	 implications	 for	 his	 teaching	









seriously.	 There	 was	 not	 an	 ounce	 of	 condescension,	 no	 ritual	
humiliation	to	establish	the	hierarchy.	Jim,	I	know	from	many	St	Mary’s	
students,	was	a	brilliant	and	inspiring	teacher.	This	was	true	of	him	as	
































Scribner.	As	 I	worked	 through	my	 sources	 it	 became	 clear	 that	 the	
relationship	between	clergy	and	parishioners	formed	the	core	of	my	
study.	Jim	pushed	me	to	think	about	the	connections	and	differences	
between	 oral	 and	 written	 cultures,	 pedagogy,	 liturgy	 and	 what	 we	
might	broadly	call	popular	culture.	Through	his	work	on	Scotland	and	
broader	 European	Calvinism,	 as	well	 as	 through	 his	 understanding	







knowledge	 of	 late-medieval	 theology	 and	 ecclesiology,	 including	
his	work	 on	 conciliarism,	 he	 opened	my	 eyes	 to	 the	 very	 question	
that	 had	 engaged	me	 from	 the	 start	 –	 the	 roots	 of	 the	Reformation	
in	 the	 medieval	 world.	 In	 examining	 the	 formation	 of	 the	 Zurich	
church,	 its	 institutional	 structures	 and	 vision	 of	 Christian	 ministry	
it	 became	 clear	 that	 its	 foundations	 lay	with	 the	 reform	 legislation	
of	 the	Council	of	Basel	and	 late	fifteenth-century	 reforms	proposed	
in	 the	Diocese	 of	Constance.	Together	with	 the	ways	 in	which	 the	
late-medieval	 devotional	 and	 liturgical	 texts	 were	 appropriated	 by	
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Jim	Cameron.	During	 the	 two	years	of	 research	 that	 I	 spent	 largely	
in	Switzerland	he	was	a	regular	correspondent.	Many	will	know	how	
working	in	libraries	and	archives	abroad	can	be	an	isolating	experience.	
This	 is	no	doubt	 less	 the	case	 in	our	age	of	 social	networking.	 Jim	
wanted	to	know	how	I	was	getting	on	with	my	work.	I	still	have	those	
letters.	 It	meant	 a	 great	 deal	 to	 know	 that	my	 supervisor	was	 truly	
concerned	about	my	intellectual	and	personal	welfare.	That	was	Jim.	
Secondly,	Jim	was	a	formidable	editor.	We	know	of	his	outstanding	
achievements	 in	 editing	 texts	 such	 as	 the	 first	 Book	 of	 Discipline,	
but	he	brought	the	same	degree	of	rigour	to	the	reading	of	chapters.	
Written	 work	 was	 always	 turned	 around	 promptly	 and	 returned	
heavily	 annotated.	 Jim	could	 readily	 spot	 an	 ill-formed	 sentence	or	
a	flabby	argument.	I	cherish	one	particular	marginal	comment;	‘This	
sentence	would	be	improved	by	the	insertion	of	a	verb’.	To	return	to	
what	 I	 said	earlier,	 the	work	 remained	your	own;	Jim	did	not	 force	
you	into	positions,	but	made	you	defend	your	argument	and	articulate	
it	lucidly.





of	 the	 ancient	 universities.	 His	 range	 was	 extraordinary,	 from	 the	








work	on	 the	Scottish	Reformation.	The	humanist	world	of	 the	alba 
amicorum,	 one	 of	 Jim’s	 great	 passions,	 was	 yet	 another	 way	 in	
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theology	 of	 Samuel	 Rutherford.	 The	 breadth	 of	 his	 interests	 was	
reflected	 in	 the	 Festschrift	 prepared	 for	 him	 by	 colleagues	 and	
former	students.	In	addition,	Jim’s	long	years	of	service	on	national	
and	 international	 academic	 bodies	 put	 St	Andrews	 on	 the	map	 and	
developed	the	intellectual	and	scholarly	contacts	he	so	deeply	prized.	
Jim	Cameron’s	life	has	been	so	rich	in	scholarship	and	teaching.	
He	has	inspired	and	trained,	having	expected	much	but	given	more.	I	
shall	not	try	to	sum	up	in	a	sentence.	Rather,	I	have	the	honour	to	stand	
here	on	behalf	of	your	many	students	and	say	thank	you.	
